THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR

attack: they went back behind the right wing, but
within supporting distance.

A little before 9 the Austrian brigade advanced up
the slope, on both sides of the evangelical church, with
a weak line of skirmishers in front; it was received by
a well-aimed fire from the Prussian skirmishers fairly
sheltered by the corn-fields, the woods and a small
hillock east of Wenzelsberg. It was compelled to stop
and to throw itself back into the neighbourhood of the
evangelical church. The Prussian batteries had at the
same time inflicted such serious losses on the right wing
of the Austrian brigade, that the latter was obliged to
retire to Sehonow, 1500 yards behind; the two Austrian
guns established near the evangelical church were
equally compelled by Prussian infantry fire to withdraw
on Meierhof.

At 9.15, General Hestweck gave the order to push
the 2nd line battalion (3rd of the Kellner regiment)
forward, so that it should extend the right wing of the
1st line, while the 3rd line was ordered to come up
nearer the 1st.

The attack was then carried out: on the left wing,
by two battalions (2nd Kellner and 25th Jager bat-
talion), which, by utilising the gardens east of the village
streets as shelters, marched against the church of Wen-
jBelsberg; on the right wing, by two battalions (1st,
3rd Kellner), which marched against the wood east of
Wenzelsberg; supported by the 3rd Gorizutti battalion,
which marched northward from the forester's house,
in the direction of the same wood, forming a sort of
echelon in the rear and to the right.

The Prussian battalion received the attacking enemy
brigade at 500 yards by a well-aimed and very efficient
fire* The fire was delivered in small volleys from the
supporting elements which came running up in line on
to the height. At the same time, a rapid and flanking
fire came from the Waldchen and surrounding woods.

The Austrian columns stopped, wavered, but soon
marched on again. The Prussian half battalions, how-
ever, advanced also and delivered at very close range
such a powerful volley fire that the Austrian masses
turned about, completely broken.

What had happened? The two battalions of the
left wing of the 1st Austrian line (the Jager battalion